
DECISION OF NATIONAL ELECTION COMMITTEE REGARDING THE ELECTION 

PROTEST FILED BY TREY KING 

 
 Trey King, a member in good standing of SAG-AFTRA, sent a letter dated September 1, 

2014 to David White at the SAG-AFTRA offices at 5757 Wilshire Blvd, indicating that “cc’s” 

were being sent to Michelle Bennett, the “SAG-AFTRA Board of Directors (CURRENTLY 

SERVING)”, the “SAG-AFTRA Board of Directors (NEWLY ELECTED)”. SAG-AFTRA 

Delegates (CURRENTLY SERVING), and SAG-AFTRA Delegates (NEWLY ELECTED).   No 
address was listed for either Ms. Bennett or the Board of Directors.  That letter was sent by fax to 

David White on September 2.   The letter was not addressed to any Election Committee of the 

National Union or to any Local Election Committee.   

 

 The first paragraph of that letter states that Mr. King  contests “the recent 2015 national 
election results.”   Mr. King then makes a number of rambling assertions, including assertions 

that  the security of the election was compromised because, he asserts, K&H Integrated is the 

parent company of Integrity Voting System, the voting services company utilized in this election  

and that K&H  “just happen [sic] to have a huge contract with Comcast; ” that Mr. King  has 

“compelling evidence” that the use of Integrity Voting Systems was an effort to “circumvent the 
will of the members;” that “Ken Howard and his Unite for Strength candidates misled the 

membership” by making what he contends were inaccurate statements about the election 

schedule; that Integrity Voting Systems “had a huge monetary interest” in the merger referendum 

that resulted in the 2012 merger of SAG and AFTRA; that “the whole merger was a sham;” that 

former SAG-AFTRA Executive Director Bob Pisano, who never worked for SAG-AFTRA and 
was the Executive Director for SAG from 2001 to 2005,  now works for Netflix. 

 

 By email dated September 8, Michelle Bennett notified Mr. King that his protest had 

been received and that he should submit any additional evidence on or before September 11, 

2015.  By email dated September 8, 2015, Mr. King responded that all the posts on the 
www.shaftra.wordpress.com site should be entered into the election protest and Mr. King also 

stated that “I am protesting National Officer elections as well as Board Member elections.” 

 

Decision 

 The SAG-AFTRA Constitution (“the Constitution”) provides that with regard to National 
Officer elections, any election protest must be filed within 14 days of an election with the 

national Elections Committee.  The SAG-AFTRA Nominations and Election Policy (“the 

Election Policy”) provides that any such protest must “set forth with reasonable specificity the 

nature of the alleged violations, the facts underlying it and how it may have affected the 
election.”   The Constitution and the Election Policy also provide that each Local must establish 

an Election Committee to hear protests with regard to National Board, Local Office, Local Board 

and Convention delegate elections (all of which are conducted in the Locals),  that any such 

protest must be filed within 14 days of the election, and that all such protests “must set forth with 

reasonable specificity the nature of the alleged violations, the facts underlying it, and how it may 
have affected the outcome of the election.” 

 The National Election Committee considered these protests at a meeting of the 

Committee that took place on September 14.  At that meeting, the National Election Committee 

reviewed the correspondence provided by Mr. King.  The National Election now denies  Mr. 

King’s protests for the following reasons: 

http://www.shaftra.wordpress.com/


1. The Election Policy requires that all protests be filed with the appropriate Election 

Committee.  Mr. King’s protests were not filed with any Election Committee.  However, since 

the protests were sent to the SAG-AFTRA national offices and clearly stated that he was 
protesting the national elections the Committee has decided to consider his protest having been 

properly and timely filed with the National Election Committee regarding the National Officer 

elections. 

2. By email dated September 8, Mr. King stated for the first time that he was 

protesting the elections of all National Board elections.  The Election Policy requires that all 
elections other than with regard to National Officer positions be filed with each Local Election 

Committee.  The National Election Committee notes that this email was not sent to any Local 

Election Committee and that even if it had been, it was clearly untimely since it was sent more 

than 14 days after the election.  

3. With regard to the merits of the protest pertaining to the National Officer 
elections, the Committee finds that Mr. King has not provided any evidence to substantiate his 

assertion that the security of the election was compromised.  He has not provided any evidence 

to substantiate his claims regarding the alleged contractual relationship between the alleged 

parent of Integrity Voting Systems and Comcast, nor has he explained why – even if there such a 

contractual relationship – such a contractual relationship would have compromised the security 
of the election.  Although he referred the Committee to a website that has hundreds of entries 

regarding a wide variety of issues, the Committee finds that the general reference does not 

comply with the obligation set forth in the Election Policy that “the protest set forth with 

reasonable specificity the nature of the alleged violation, the facts underlying it and how it may 

have affected the outcome of the election.”   

4. With regard to Mr. King’s other contentions regarding alleged misstatements of 

candidates regarding this election and the merger referendum, the Committee notes that it does 

not have the legal right under applicable federal law or the Election Policy to assess or regulate 

the statements of candidates in an election.  The Committee notes further that any allegations 

pertaining to the merger referendum of 2012, and regarding Bob Pisano, whose service as the 
Executive Director for the Screen Actors Guild ended in 2005,  are completely irrelevant here. 

5. The Committee notes that even if Mr. King had properly and timely filed an 

election protest with the proper Local Election Committees with regard to the elections of 

National Board members, any such protests would have involved facts identical to those 

involved in a National Officer protest and that, under Article VI(B)(1)(d) of the Election Policy, 
the National Committee would have exercised its discretion to hear any such protests.  For the 

reasons stated in paragraphs 3 and 4 above,  the Committee would have denied any such protests.   

 For all of these reasons, the election protests of Trey King are denied. 
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