
October 29, 2015 

 

To: Department of Labor 

      Office of Labor and Management Standards 

      915 Wilshire Blvd 

      Suite 910 

      Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 

From: Trey King 

   PO BOX xxxxx 

   xxxxxxxx, CA xxxxxx 

 

Dear DOL-OLMS, 

 

My name is Trey King.  I am an actor.  I have been a member, in good 

standing, of the Screen Actors Guild for the past 21 years.   

In that time, I have witnessed many elections, attended many 

membership meetings and many open board meetings.  During this 

time, I have seen many candidates from both slates win and lose.  I do 

not consider myself a member of either slate, but I do tend to lean 

towards one slate because, I have found, over time, they have proven 

to be the most honest of the two slates.  I consider myself an 

independent when it comes to politics and it is no different for me 

when it comes to my guild.  

 

As a member in good standing, I request the Department of Labor, 

Office of Labor and Management Standards to intervene and 

investigate our recent SAG-AFTRA BOARD MEMBER AND NATIONAL 



OFFICER elections and ALL PRIOR ELECTIONS AND REFERENDA 

CONDUCTED BY INTEGRITY VOTING SYSTEMS.  I have discovered 

evidence that, over the last five years, our voting results have been 

manipulated by SAG staff and our voting vendor, Integrity Voting 

Systems. This manipulation is not the first time this has happened… 

nor is it the second time.  This forced merger, over the last five years 

constitutes their THIRD ATTEMPT to circumvent the will of 

membership by manipulating the voting process.  This has been 

accomplished in several ways, with the ultimate goal being to 

separate actors from their income in the form of residuals or, more 

specifically, contracts in which residuals are no longer paid to said 

actors.  More directly, residuals from streaming content or, as it was 

often referred to in the recent past, new media.  

 

In prior Screen Actors Guild contracts, actors were guaranteed 

residuals on content produced, in its current form and in any form in 

the future.  It was this part of our contract that those who took over 

SAG began to dismantle.  They did so by stacking the board in the 

election of 2010 with board members who would vote up merger, 

without question.  Then began a two year long rush to merge.  They 

did this, by any means necessary.  Transparency disappeared.  And 

with it, billions in future residuals.  I ask this, not for myself, but for 

those who, fearing being blacklisted, cannot speak out.  I fear no such 

action against me.  

 

In 2012, we were told that we voted, overwhelmingly, to merge the 

Screen Actors Guild with AFTRA.  Up until the day of the 

announcement of the results, the Unite for Strength slate was pushing 

merger.  They campaigned inside employment agencies.  Membership 

First slate members were denied the same access to the employment 

agencies.  Membership meetings were scheduled on days that actors 

were unable to attend, or at venues that actors were unable to afford 

to valet their vehicle.  Our “informational” meetings concerning the 



merger were held in the Promenade at SAG headquarters.  The excuse 

was we couldn’t afford a place to meet. Yet the National Board 

members were put up every year at the Beverly Hilton. 

 

Screen Actors Guild staff were told that NO ONE WOULD LOSE THEIR 

JOB WHEN THE GUILD AND AFTRA MERGED.  THAT TOO, has turned 

out to be a LIE. Many lies were told to push merger on the membership 

and all attempts to question the fiduciary duties of those serving in 

elected positions were disregarded or, simply, ignored.  

 

In this recent election, the Unite for Strength slate used questionable 

tactics to stack the board yet again.  They sent out a mailer stating 

mail your ballot by Aug 17! On Friday, August 14, President Howard 

sent out an email from SAG-AFTRA telling the membership to mail 

their ballot by Aug 18!  Ballots were due at the Los Angeles Post Office 

boxes by the morning of Aug 20, 2015.    

Furthermore, on the morning of the 18
th

, the last day to mail your ballot 

according to the SAG email, stories appeared in the press stating that 

Howard would coast to an easy win against challenger Patricia 

Richardson.  So, if you were an undecided SAG voter on the morning of 

the reports, the gist of the reports was that it was too late to vote, 

because the office of the Presidency had already been decided.   And, 

around the country, seats had been filled, sometimes without even an 

election having been held.  It seems that a one line sentence in the 

SAG Actor magazine constituted notification of the pending election. 

Some candidates, and some would-be candidates, took issue with 

that.  

 

It appears that SAG, and now SAG-AFTRA are really getting into the 

“going green” mode because they have pretty much taken away 

anything to do with paper, NO MATTER HOW IMPORTANT.   

 



In my attached Department of Justice complaint found at 

www.shaftra.wordpress.com, I detail each move and the 

corresponding move by those controlling the making of the product 

and those controlling the distribution of the product and it is quite 

clear that THEY ARE WORKING TOGETHER.  LET ME BE CLEAR.  THE 

PRODUCERS OF STREAMING CONTENT AND THE DISTRIBUTORS OF 

STREAMING CONTENT ARE WORKING TOGETHER TO THE DETRIMENT 

OF THE ACTOR.   

 

We HAD PROTECTION IN THE SCREEN ACTORS GUILD… it was stolen 

from us.  HELP US GET IT BACK! 

 

Trey King 

Actor  

SAG MEMBER 21 YEARS  

 

 

 


